
Under the following conditions, no 

open burning or recreational fires 

are permitted within the City of 

Milford: 

- A burn ban issued by either the 

local fire department or Fire Mar-

shal of the State of Ohio. Months 

of March, May, October, and No-

vember, 06:00-18:00; or as called 

for by the State Fire Marshal or 

Local Fire Department. (ORC 

1503.18) 

- Burns for the purposes of dispos-

ing of construction debris, land-

scaping discards, or garbage. 

- Burns for the purposes of clear-

ing brush or vegetation without a 

permit. 

- Burns causing offensive or objec-

tionable conditions; or where con-

ditions make it hazardous to burn. 

 

“Whoever violates any provision of 

this chapter is guilty of a misde-

meanor of the third degree and 

shall be fined not more than five 

hundred dollars ($500.00) or im-

prisoned not more than sixty days, 

or both.“ 

 

- Ohio Revised Code 

- Ohio Administrative Code 

 

Milford Community Fire Department 
RECREATIONAL BURN GUIDELINES 

What is Allowed: 

- Occupational needs fires (Ex: heating tar, smudge pots, safety flares, etc) 

- Outdoor fires whether cooking or not (Ex: cooking, pleasure, religious, ceremonial, warmth, recrea-
tional, or similar) 

- Outdoor fires must be fueled with clean seasoned firewood, natural gas, or equivalent, or clean burn-
ing fuel that emits equivalent or less than burning of clean seasoned firewood. 

- Un-Permitted Outdoor fires may not exceed fuel pile more than 3ft in diameter and 2ft in height. 

- Outdoor fires in approved containers no less than 15ft from a structure. 

- Outdoor fires contained in a barbecue pit no less than 50ft from a structure or combustible materials. 

- Outdoor fires for recreational purposes no less than 25ft from a structure or combustible materials. 

- Outdoor fires in a portable fireplace no less than 15ft from a structure or combustible materials. 

 

What is Not Allowed: 

- Outdoor fires 

- Outdoor fires where an air alert, warning or emergency under ORC 3745-25 is in effect. 

- Outdoor fires are not allowed for waste disposal purposes. 

- Outdoor fires that are offensive or objectionable because of smoke conditions or hazardous atmos-
pheric or local conditions (Ex: complainant health conditions, smoke impeding on other structures, high 
winds, etc). 

- Unattended outdoor fires. 

 

Permits: 

- Permits may be issued for other circumstances as defined in the City of Milford Codified Ordinances, 
however must be submitted at least ten working days prior to the burn date.  (Ex: prevention or control 
of disease or pests, bonfires or campfires greater than 3ft in diameter and 2ft in height, disposal of agri-
cultural waste, horticultural/silvicultural/range/wildlife management, etc). 

- Permitting of defined or other undefined burns/fires may require approval of the Local Fire Depart-
ment, City of Milford, Ohio Enviornmental Protection Agency, Ohio Division of Natural Resources, and/
or Ohio State Fire Marshal’s Office.  Contact Milford Community Fire Department Fire Marshal first, for 
guidance. 

 
*This document serves as a summary interpretation of applicable City of Milford Ordinances, Ohio Ad-
ministrative Code, and Ohio Revised Code.  Any discrepancies shall revert to the appropriate code. 

Before you Burn: 

- Check local and state laws/ordinances prior to con-
ducting an open burn or building a permanent outdoor 
fire pit or container. 

- Follow all manufacturer instructions for commercially 
available burn pits or fire containment structures. 

- All outdoor fires must be attended until they are com-
pletely extinguished. 

- A method for fire extinguishment shall be readily avail-
able (Ex; minimum 4-A rated fire extinguisher, dirt/sand 
(with means to apply), water barrel, garden hose, or 
water truck, etc). 

- Call Milford Community Fire Department Fire Marshal 
with any questions.  M-F 8a-4p @ 513.831.7777 
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